
Mississippi Mills Riverkeepers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mississippi Mills Riverkeepers is a group of Mississippi Mills residents that is concerned about the well being of the river that flows through our community.  We see the river as a valuable community resource.  As a group, we have no objection to development, but feel development should be balanced against community values. We are a grass roots organization forming to preserve and enhance the Mississippi River within the Community of Mississippi Mills and plan to become a chapter of the International Waterkeepers Alliance.



Why are we organizing now? 
• Currently there is a proposal to significantly modify 

and increase the size of the Enerdu power generation 
facility in Almonte. 

• Our community will be directly affected by this 
project. 

• There has been a lack of information and public 
consultation with residents and effected land owners 
who are concerned about the project impact. 



An emerging issue facing several  
Ontario municipalities 

The Ontario Green Energy Act + FIT 
program provides a 50% incentive 
for hydro plants to switch to peak 
power production.  

 

This has created a rash of 87 hydro 
electric proposals in Ontario, with 
over 2000 more sites earmarked. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many communities in Ontario are facing similar issues to Almonte.  An increasing demand for electrical energy and an new Green Energy Act are providing incentives for the development of former marginal hydro facilities, especially those like the Enerdu site that have the possibility of switching from run of the river base load production to peak power production with increased financial incentives. 



Our concerns 

• The Ontario government has put the developer 
in charge of the Environmental Assessment 
process, using science for hire,  not the 
Ministry of Environment or the Ministry of 
Natural Resources. 

• The local community is being left out of the 
process and there is no Government Agency 
protecting community interests. 

 

 



Why is Enerdu doing this Now?   

• Modifying their facility from a 
run of the river operation to a 
managed flow facility would 
allow Enerdu to store water for 
release at peak times to receive 
the maximum rates for their 
power. 

 

 



Water level impacts 

• This would directly impact 
water levels both upstream to 
Appleton and downstream as 
far as Pakenham. 

• Water levels could fluctuate as 
much as 18 inches daily with 
the current compliance range. 

 

 



 
 Why is scrutiny of this project 
important to Mississippi Mills? 

• The River defines our 
community. 

• It is a community resource, not 
for the benefit of a single 
corporation at community 
expense. 

• Once changes are made, they 
will not be reversed. 

 

 



The River attracts residential 
development  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
People come to Almonte to live because of the river.  New residences mean new taxes. There has been millions of dollars of new residential development around the river. The towns most valuable real estate will be directly affected by the proposed Enerdu development.



The River attracts 
shoppers and diners  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
People come to Almonte to shop because it is a desirable destination , the river is a defining part of that character.  The revitalization of the town core has been hard fought, for the first time in a decade, Mill Street is a viable retail location.   The investments made by individuals must be respected by future development. Any degradation to the riverscape negatively impacts the ambiance and character that fuels Almonte’s emerging downtown retail sector.



The River attracts community 
revitalization investment 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The scene is one of the most valuable assets in Almonte.  The river heritage character is the intangible asset that is driving the economic revitalization of Almonte. 



The Mississippi River is Almonte’s 
defining feature 



There must be a 
balance between 
development and 
community values. 

 

Where is our council? 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Council represents the community to ensure the minimum negative impact of a project of this type.Council represents businesses and residents directly affected by this project and must make an effort to understand their concerns.We the citizens of Mississippi Mills expect council to work with this developer to ensure these community concerns are addressed and community values are upheld against the interests of an individual.



Enerdu project benefits to the 
community 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide is intentionally left blank. We can’t think of any real benefit, the increase in tax base is negligible and no new long term jobs are being created in the community.



Negative impact to adjacent property  
 

 

• Decreased resale value 

• Potential damage during  construction 

• Lost waterfall aesthetic  

• Lost waterfall noise, new generator whine 

• Water access restrictions or loss 



Enerdu project costs to the 
community 

• Damage to fish and wildlife habitat 

• Dangerous ice conditions in prime recreational 
areas 

• Eliminating access to a popular town 
summertime recreation site 

• Aesthetic loss to all  

 

 



Future costs 

•  Almonte’s future growth will require a water 
treatment plant. 

•  A number of upstream sites on Reach 18 are 
identified as contaminated. 

• Water level changes will increase 
contamination leaching adding processing  
costs or eliminating the river as a potential 
town water supply. 



Construction concerns 

Public property or access to sites, such 
as the Old Town Hall, should not be 
disadvantaged for private gain. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assess to the river for construction should not be on public land, especially the newly renovated Old Town Hall or newly landscaped Old Town Hall park area.



Maintaining the beauty of the falls 

• Enerdu representatives 
said keeping the current 
dam location is an option 

• The Town should press for 
this option and significant 
compensation flow to 
maintain the falls. 

 

 



Powerhouse aesthetics 

• The proposed powerhouse 
will  occupy a significant 
portion of the river bed. 

• Citizens want the Town to 
maintain site plan control 
and respect the heritage 
aspects of the riverscape. 

 

 



Signage and fences  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The new facility will have to meet the signage and fencing regulations. This will mean large danger signs and fencing.The new facility will require barriers in the river. These barriers may restrict riparian access by the public who currently use the river bed for recreation and adjacent property owners.



Economic concerns  
•Loss or damage of a 
major community 
attraction. 

•River Walk will be 
changed and the view 
will be diminished. 

•The Old Town Hall park 
will be inaccessible for 2 
seasons. 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If the Old Town Hall parking lot and park area are used for construction, there will be loss of use and loss of rental income for the Old Town Hall.The first thing a visitor will see is an unnecessary ugly construction site.The noise from the hoe ramming will mean shorter stays.  Shorter stays mean less money. 



Downtown condo development 

•Millions of dollars have 
been spent on condo 
developments in the 
downtown. 

•During construction selling 
a condo will be almost 
impossible for both 
developers and current 
owners. 

 

 



Almonte – A university town 

Carleton University is considering a long term 

leasing  for a satellite campus at the Old Town 

Hall.  Construction will compromise this location. 

 Please weigh the community benefit.  

 
 
 



Structural concern 
 

The largest hoe ram in Ontario will be required to 
demolish the hardest rock in area.  Historic buildings 
built on the same stone plate could be damaged. 



Operating concern 

• Enerdu is clearly establishing infrastructure  to  
move from run of the river, to peak power 
operations.  There is no other financial 
rational for an expenditure of this magnitude.  

• The storage and release of water will change 
the river character significantly.    

• Noise and vibration of the generators will be 
in a prime residential area. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This plant is not in a remote area, it is in downtown Almonte, in the midst of residential and commercial interests.  Its impact will alter the urban character of Almonte.



Growing public concern 

• Elevated water levels under the current 
Enerdu operating regime are a matter of 
growing public concern with mounting 
evidence to support claims made by local 
residents.  

• This must be considered as part of this 
development proposal.  

 

  



What do we expect Council to do? 

1) Demand site plan review with public input. 

2) Demand a review of the Mississippi River 
Water Management Plan to reflect the 
significant changes that are being proposed. 

3) Demand  a full environmental assessment. 
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