Ministry of Tourism, Culture & Sport
Culture Services Unit
Programs and Services Branch
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700
Toronto ON M7A 0A7
Tel.
Fax:

416 314-7265
416 314-7175

Ministère du Tourisme, de la Culture, et
du Sport
Unité des services culturels
Direction des programmes et des
services
401, rue Bay, Bureau 1700
Toronto ON M7A 0A7
Tél. :
416 314-7265
Téléc. : 416 314 7175

August 28, 2014
Ms. Muriel Kim
OEL-HydroSys a division of BluMetric Environmental Inc.
3108 Carp Road, P.O. Box 430
Carp, ON, K0A 1L0
Subject:
Project:
Applicant:
Location:
MTCS File:

Heritage Impact Assessment
Enerdu GS Expansion and Redevelopment Project (Enerdu Project)
Enerdu Power Systems Inc.
Town of Mississippi Mills, Lanark County
PLAN-09EA019

Dear Ms. Kim,
Thank you for circulating the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) on the Heritage
Impact Assessment for the Enerdu GS Expansion and Redevelopment Project (the HIA).
The MTCS’s interest in this proposed project relates to our mandate of conserving, protecting
and preserving Ontario’s cultural heritage resources including cultural heritage landscapes
(CHLs), built heritage resources (BHRs) and archaeological resources. More specifically, our
interest in this proposed project relates to our letter dated February 1, 2013, which
recommended a heritage impact assessment, and the Ministry of the Environment and Climate
Change’s order issued on November 18, 2013, which requires a heritage impact assessment to
be completed prior to undertaking any detail design work and construction for the proposed
project. This office also reviewed and commented on the draft version of this HIA, which was
made available to the public for review and comment.
This office has reviewed the HIA and accepts the recommendations made within, specifically:
6.5.1 General
Recommendations:





All work should be conducted as expeditiously as possible to reduce the impact on
tourism and on residents.
Any staging areas and temporary access roads should be returned to their original
states after construction and, whenever possible, improved.
Prior to construction, the physical condition of the existing cultural landscape should be
documented through photography for posterity and for future conservation decisions by
the community.
While fencing and signage is not a new requirement, the integration of distinctive safety
railings with designs related to the historic context should be considered if such works
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are required to meet regulated safety standards and codes.
Any new lighting required for the Enerdu Project should be designed to be compatible
with the Town’s Official Plan. It should also respect the historic setting by narrowing the
beam on discrete elements, rather than by floodlighting.
Accidental damage during construction is always possible, therefore a qualified
professional should be retained to determine whether any construction and excavation
activities are likely to affect the structural stability of the built heritage identified in this
HIA and to take appropriate measures to reduce risks. Feasible measures could include
conducting pre-construction surveys of the potentially affected heritage buildings,
reducing vibrations below acceptable levels, avoidance and buffering of built heritage
resources and cultural heritage landscape features, and bracing of structural elements.
The work will require monitoring of buildings during construction, and establishing
warning and stop work thresholds for monitoring.
Documentation of all historic features uncovered during the construction through highquality photographs is needed, with the intention of depositing the record with the Town
of Mississippi Mills for its heritage files (as requested by the Heritage Committee.)
Electronic copies of the final HIA report should be made available to the public online
and through copies deposited with the Town of Mississippi Mills, the Mississippi Valley
Textile Museum and the Mississippi Mills Public Library.

6.5.2 New Powerhouse and Intake Canal
Recommendations:









For the powerhouse, a qualified architect with heritage conservation experience and
knowledge should be engaged to provide input into the design of the powerhouse to
ensure that its form, massing, cladding and appearance are consistent with heritage
conservation standards and guidelines for:
o infill projects in cultural landscapes of heritage value
o additions to heritage buildings (due to the project’s co-location on the Almonte
Flour Mill property)
o additions to cultural landscapes
For the powerhouse, as per the agreement made by the proponent to involve the Town
of Mississippi Mills and the Heritage Committee, a process to bring public interests into
the design of the powerhouse is needed. A proposed process, to be managed by the
Town, is described in more detail in Appendix 5. The proponent will choose the final
design, but input from a community advisory committee would ensure that the
complexities of the landscape are addressed to the greatest extent possible.
When addressing the design of the powerhouse, the architect or engineer should also
propose devices that might be considered to make the intake canal wall (Weir A) more
sympathetic to the historic character of the landscape.
All sides of the powerhouse should be addressed in the design and, wherever possible,
windows should be introduced to break up the massing and create more transparency.
As an example, the west side includes the turbine outflow areas, above which there may
be space for windows. In addition, the shape of the outflow dividers should be
considered in the design to address the view of the structure downstream on Main
Street.
High-quality photographs of industrial remains related to the Almonte Flour Mill Complex
should be taken during the construction work as a permanent record of the structure.

Discussion:
The powerhouse, control gate section and intake canal wall are, in effect, a single work that
represent additions to the Almonte Flour Mill Complex and Mississippi River Cultural
Landscape. The Almonte Flour Mill Complex consists of multiple structures dominated by the
stone rolling mill. Other parts of the complex consist of exposed concrete or are clad in metal.
The new powerhouse will be an addition to the complex.
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The powerhouse will obscure views of the bridge (Figure 36), and change the appearance of the
river’s width, although the flow itself will not change. At present, the distance separating the
flume of the current powerhouse and the retaining wall along the riparian edge of the Ironworks
property is 54.5 m. With the construction of the new powerhouse, this distance will be reduced
to 39 m.
As per the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada related
to the conservation of heritage buildings, the powerhouse should be designed to be as
harmonious as possible with both the Almonte Flour Mill Complex and the Mississippi River
Cultural Landscape. The design should address, to the greatest extent possible, the building’s
orientation, scale, massing, composition, proportions, colour and texture.1 Further guidance on
addressing these elements is found in the Standards and Guidelines. As examples only, the
final design of the powerhouse should be compatible with the proportions, colours and massing
of the rolling mill and it should be compatible with cultural landscape’s “past or continuing land
use.” 2
At present, flows over the existing structure are limited to leaks between the flashboards during
low flows, with larger amounts of water overtopping the flashboards in periods of high water.
The proponent has examined the weir heights, including the intake wall, and made adjustments
that will allow water to flow over the wall during some flow conditions. Devices that could add
visual interest to the wall, such as adding vertical scores in the masonry, should be considered.
The pattern could take a cue from the final design of the powerhouse.
6.5.3 Access Road and Tailrace
Recommendation:


A landscape plan should be used to screen views of the access road and parking
area from the Main Street Bridge and along Main Street.

Discussion:
The access road will be constructed on part of the property that is currently undeveloped.
Construction will also stabilize the slope. The tailrace wall is to be located at the bottom of the
slope at the river level in place of the peninsula.
6.5.4 Excavation for the Headpond
Recommendation:


A qualified professional should be retained to determine whether any construction
and excavation activities are likely to affect the structural stability of the built heritage
identified in this HIA and to take appropriate measures to reduce risks. Feasible
measures could include conducting pre-construction surveys of the potentially
affected heritage buildings, reducing vibrations below acceptable levels, avoidance
and buffering of built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscape features,
and bracing of structural elements. The work will require monitoring of buildings
during construction, and establishing warning and stop work thresholds for
monitoring.

Parks Canada, Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada A Federal, Provincial and
Territorial Collaboration. Ottawa: Parks Canada], 2010: 129. Online at: http://epe.lacbac.gc.ca/100/200/301/parkscanada/standards_and_guidelines-e/R62-343-2010-eng.pdf.
2 Standards and Guidelines: 53. Online at: http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/200/301/parkscanada/standards_and_guidelinese/R62-343-2010-eng.pdf.
1

-3-

Discussion:
The Enerdu project proposes to remove rock from the riverbed immediately upstream from the
intake canal on the other side of the railway bridge through hoe-ramming, and, possibly,
blasting. 3 The excavated riverbed will be covered by water in all seasons.
The negative impacts of excavation and of construction on cultural heritage are related to the
potential impact of blasting and hoe-ramming on the stability of adjacent heritage structures.
A prior commitment from the proponent stated that no blasting would occur closer than 6 to 10
m from a built structure, which would include the bridge.
6.5.5 Interpretation
Recommendation:


An interpretation strategy should be integrated into the Enerdu Project. One option
would be the addition of one or two interpretation panels along the Riverwalk (which
is partially owned by the proponent), with the design and location identified during
the powerhouse design process.

The above are comments from MTCS on the HIA report prepared for the Enerdu Project.
Sincerely,
Laura Hatcher, MCIP, RPP
Team Lead (A) – Heritage Land Use Planning
Culture Services Unit | Ministry of Tourism, Culture & Sport
cc:

Ron Campbell, Enerdu Power Systems
Julie Harris, Contentworks Inc.
Tami Sugarman, BluMetric Environmental
Anne Cameron, Project Evaluator, Environmental Assessment
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
Paula Kulpa, Manager (A), Culture Services Unit, Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport
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No underwater blasting would be done; any blasting would occur in dewatered areas enclosed by cofferdams.
Bowfin, Environmental Impact Assessment, 48.
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